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The fourth candle is lighted. 
 
Officiant: We light this fourth candle to remember faith, the gift of light and 
hope that God offers to us in the stories of Hanukkah and of Christmas, 
which both also began in abandonment, insecurity, and humbleness, in a 
time of war and in a poor stable. We remember that the loving God who 
kept the light shining in the temple and who came to share this life with us 
promises us comfort and peace. 
  
All: We remember the One who shares our burdens, who shows us the 
way to the Light, and who journeys with us into all our tomorrows. 
  
Sing together: 
O come desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of humankind 
Bid then our sad, divisions cease, and be thyself our King of Peace 
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
A period of silent reflection 
  
Musical Meditation:                          Rick Roberts 
 
Prayer of Intercession: 
     The One:  God of strength moves within us; 
      The Many: The God of courage hears our distress. 
     The One: The God of hope reveals wholeness to us: 
      The Many: The God of healing touches us when we are broken. 
      The One: When the pain overwhelms us, when the burden is too heavy, 
      The Many: We turn to our God, who is sustaining and redeeming. 
      The One: When there is loneliness, when there is isolation, 
      The Many: We turn to our God, who is loving and present. 
      The One: For God created us, redeemed us and sustains us, 
      The Many: And we are not alone. 
      All: Lead us in your ways, O God, and bring us your healing 

touch. 

Song:   Still, Still, Still  #124 
Benediction 
Postlude 
 
The liturgy tonight is from two places: 
            The Cathedral Church of St Andrew, Honolulu, HA and 1st 

Presbyterian of Kalamazoo, MI 
We thank them for their generous sharing with the broader church of 

Christ.mns that those viewing can sing too.   
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Rick Roberts and Choir 
AV OPERATOR:   Jon Ohlman                                                
ZOOM HOST: Hal Brown 

    December 13, 2021 —7:00p.m.  



BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
December 13, 2022 

7 PM 
Prelude: 
       Invitation to Gather                      Jo Anne Dyson 
     The One:  Today, we come looking for the Christ child. 
     The Many: We come, bringing our hurts, our worries, our fears. 
     The One:  We come seeking relief from pain.  With the Psalmist of old 

we say: 
      The Many: “O Lord, you are my refuge, my portion in the land of 

the living.  Give heed to my cry, for I am brought very low.” 
Song:     Of the Fathers Love Begotten  #108 
Prayer:      God of mercy, hear our prayer in this Advent season for 
ourselves, and for our families and friends who live with the 
struggles of illness and the pain of loss.  We ask for strength for 
today, courage for tomorrow, and peace for the past.  We ask 
these things in the name of Christ, who shares our life in joy and 
sorrow, death and new birth, despair and promise.  Amen.    
Musical Meditation                                           Rick Roberts 

Litany of Remembrance 
The first candle is lighted. 
Officiant: We light this first candle to remember those whom we have 

loved and lost. 
We pause to remember clearly, their faces, their voices, their bodies. 
We embrace and give thanks for the memories that bind them to us in 
this season of expectation, when all Creation waits for the Light. 
All: We remember them with love. May God's eternal love surround 

them. 
Sing together: 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here, until the son of God appear 
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee, 0 Israel. 
  
A period of silent reflection 
 
The second candle is lighted. 
Officiant: We light this second candle to remember the pain of loss: 
loss of relationships, loss of trust, loss of jobs, loss of health, loss of  
     faith, the loss of joy. 

 
We acknowledge and embrace the pain of the past, O God, and we offer 
it to you, asking that into our wounded hearts and open hands you will  
place the gift of peace, shalom. 
All: We remember that through you all things are possible. 
Refresh, restore, renew us, 0 God, and lead us into your future. 
  
Sing together: 
O come thou Wisdom from on high,  
   who orderest all things Mightily 
To us the path of knowledge show,  
   and teach us in her ways to go Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall  
   come to thee, 0 Israel. 
A period of silent reflection 
  
The third candle is lighted. 
Officiant: We light this third candle to remember ourselves this 

Christmas time. 
We pause and remember the past weeks, months, and for some of us 
       years, that have been heavy with our burdens. 
We accept and lay before you, God, the sharpness of memory, the 
      sadness and grief, the hurt and fear, the anger and pain. 
We accept and lay before you the ways we feel we have fallen short,  
      and the times we have spent blaming ourselves, and you, for all that 
      we have suffered. 
We accept and lay before you the time we have walked alone, in 
      darkness; and in knowledge of our own mortality. 
  
All: We remember that though we have journeyed far, and that,  
while lost, we may have turned away from the light, the light 
itself has not failed. We remember that though winter be upon 
us and though the night be dark, with the turning of the wheel  
the dawn will come, and dawn defeats the darkness. 
 
Sing together: 
O come thou day-spring, come  
   and cheer our spirits by thy advent here  
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,  
   and death's dark shadows put to flight  
Rejoice, rejoice Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
A period of silent reflection 


